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Preamble

/—^ \E AMERICANS are told that we

i J ^'^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ most prosperous country
^•^^^ in the world. Certainly, our natural

resources, our mechanical equipment, our

physical power, the technical capacity of our

engineers and the skill of our workers in farm

and factory make it possible for us to attain

a level of well-being of which our fathers

never dared to dream.

Yet poverty abounds. The owners of our

natural resources and industrial equipment and

the government w^hich they have made vir-

tually their tool have not given us plenty,

freedom or peace in any such degree as we
have the right and duty to demand.

Men are hungry while farmers go bankrupt

for lack of effective demand for food. Tenant

farming has reached a proportion of almost

40 per cent.; more than 40 per cent, of the

value of farm lands is covered by mortgages.

Industrial workers are scarcely better off. In

good years there are at least 1,000,000 unem-

ployed. By a conservative estimate in these

times of stock market prosperity the number
has risen to 4,000,000. About one-third of

those of our population 65 years of age and

upward are at least partially dependent upon
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are dependent primarily upon their employers

rather than on the community for protection

against the exigencies of old age, sickness,

accident and unemployment, employers hostile

or indifferent to the labor movement will be

able to use their private insurance schemes as

powerful weapons against organized labor,

2. Shortening the work day in keeping with

the steadily increasing productivity of labor

due to improvements in machinery and meth-

ods.

3. Securing to every worker a rest period

of no less than two days in each week.

4. Enacting of an adequate Federal Anti-

Child Labor Amendment.

5. Abolition of the brutal exploitation of

convicts under the contract system and sub-

stitution of a cooperative organization of in-

dustries in penitentiaries and workshops for

the benefit of convicts and their dependents,

the products to be used in public institutions,

and the convict workers to be employed at

wages current in the industry.

6. Legislation aiming at the prevention of

^ occupational diseases,

TAXATION

For the proper support of government and

as a step toward social justice we propose:—

L Increase of taxation on high income

levels, of corporation taxes and inheritance

taxes, the proceeds to be used for old age pen-

sions and other forms of social insurance.

2. Appropriation by taxation of the an-

nual rental value of all land held for specula-

tion,

CIVIL LIBERTIES

To secure to the people the civil rights with-

out which democracy is impossible, we de-

mand :

—

L Federal legislation to enforce the First

Amendment to the Constitution so as effectu-

ally to guarantee freedom of speech, press and

assembly, and to penalize any official who in-

terferes with the civil rights of any citizen.

2. Abolition of injunctions in labor dis-

putes.
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